
Objecting To SSEN Skye Reinforcement Power Line. 

We need to do two separate emails. One to the Energy Consents Unit, objecting to the proposal (if 
you have not done this already), and one to Highland Councillors/Officers asking them to look 
again at their decision not to object to the OHL (overhead line) now that they have the opportunity. 
If the Highland Council objects, that will trigger a public inquiry. If you have already emailed the 
Highland Council about this, it would be worth doing again to apply more pressure as the Energy 
Consents Unit has announced a new period of consultation as they need more information from 
the consultees…and the Highland Council have been asked to comment as the local planning 
authority.


Letters to the press a good idea too.


To object to the ECU: 

Email address for objections: Representations_Mailbox@gov.scot


Need to quote Ref No. ECU 00003395

Key points:


1. The proposed Skye Reinforcement Power line is not being built to bring electricity to Skye, but 
instead to take electricity from the island which would be generated by all the new wind farms 
proposed - wind farms that do not have planning consent. 


2. As such, the need for the OHL can not be demonstrated - it is speculative - and granting 
planning permission would be based on the assumption that the proposed wind farms on 
Skye will get planning permission. This is not following due process.


3. Skye already produces ten times the electricity it consumes from the existing wind farms.

4. The Highland Council did not have all the consultee comments before them when they 

decided not to object to the Skye Reinforcement Line plans. The Council need to recall this 
decision and reconsider based on all the information they now have available.


5. Massive environmental damage caused by installation of huge pylons along the route, through 
beautiful highland countryside, wild life, birds, pollution, peat etc. The 15 miles of trenches up 
to 40m wide to be dug to bury the cable as it passes the Cuillins - damage to peat etc.


To The Highland Council/Councillors/Officers 

Please email Councillors and officers asking them to call back and reconsider the decision not to 
object to the Skye Reinforcement OHL. There are a lot of emails here but you can send the same 
email to everyone..I have heard they are really feeling the pressure.


Key points:

1. The proposed Skye Reinforcement Power line is not being built to bring electricity to Skye, but 
instead to take electricity from the island which would be generated by all the new wind farms 
proposed - wind farms that do not have planning consent. 

2. As such, the need for the OHL can not be demonstrated - it is speculative - and granting 
planning permission would be based on the assumption that the proposed wind farms on Skye 
will get planning permission. This is not following due process.

3. Skye already produces ten times the electricity it consumes from the existing wind farms.
4. The Highland Council did not have all the consultee comments before them when they decided 

not to object to the Skye Reinforcement Line plans. The Council need to recall this decision 
and reconsider based on all the information they now have available. Indeed the ECU have 
asked for further information from the applicant and consultees and have announced a new 
extended consultation period.

mailto:Representations_Mailbox@gov.scot


5. Massive environmental damage caused by installation of huge pylons along the route, through 
beautiful highland countryside, wild life, birds, pollution, peat etc. The 15 miles of trenches up 
to 40m wide to be dug to bury the cable as it passes the Cuillins - damage to peat etc.

6. The Highland Council needs to develop a clear strategic overview and call for a public inquiry 
into all the pending planning applications for wind farms, power lines and related infrastructure 
on Skye. These proposals are being presented piecemeal and so there is currently no overall 
picture of the impact on Skye informing planning decisions.

Email addresses: 


drew.millar.cllr@highland.gov.uk (Chair of North Area Planning Committee and Skye Councillor)

john.Finlayson.cllr@highland.gov.uk

calum.Munro.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Ruraidh.Stewart.cllr@highland.gov.uk

dafydd.jones@highland.gov.uk  (Planning officer - Area Manager North Highland)


NORTH PLANNING COMMITTEE

Sarah.Atkin.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Michael.Baird.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Raymond.Bremner.cllr@highland.gov.uk
isabelle.campbell.cllr@highland.gov.uk 
Tamala.Collier.cllr@highland.gov.uk 
richard.gale.cllr@highland.gov.uk 
Liz.Kraft.cllr@highland.gov.uk
angela.maclean.cllr@highland.gov.uk 
Jan.McEwan.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Margaret.Paterson.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Matthew.Reiss.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Alasdair.Rhind.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Karl.Rosie.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Ruraidh.Stewart.cllr@highland.gov.uk 

Substitutes

Chris.Birt.cllr@highland.gov.uk 
Andrew.Jarvie.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Sean.Kennedy.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Morven-May.MacCallum.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Struan.Mackie.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Hugh.Morrison.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Calum.Munro.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Leslie-Anne.Niven.cllr@highland.gov.uk 
Molly.Nolan.cllr@highland.gov.uk 

SOUTH PLANNING COMMITTEE
Colin.Aitken.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Chris.Ballance.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Michael.Cameron.cllr@highland.gov.uk
David.Fraser.cllr@highland.gov.uk
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Laurie.Fraser.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Ken.Gowans.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Alex.Graham.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Russell.Jones.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Bill.Lobban.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Angus.MacDonald.cllr@highland.gov.uk
isabelle.mackenzie.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Andrew.MacKintosh.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Thomas.Maclennan.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Paul.Oldham.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Morven.Reid.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Liz.Saggers.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Substitutes

John.Bruce.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Sarah.Fanet.cllr@highland.gov.uk
John.Grafton.cllr@highland.gov.uk
David.Gregg.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Barbara.Jarvie.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Duncan.Macpherson.cllr@highland.gov.uk
Trish.Robertson.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Copies of your emails could also be sent to:

MP for Ross, Skye and Lochaber

ian.blackford.mp@parliament.uk 

MSP for Skye and Lochaber: 

kate.forbes.msp@parliament.scot 

Regional MSPs for Highlands and Islands: 

ariane.Burgess.msp@parliament.scot 

donald.Cameron.msp@parliament.scot 

rhoda.Grant.msp@parliament.scot 

jamie.HalcroJohnston.msp@parliament.scot 

edward.Mountain.msp@parliament.scot 

emma.Roddick.msp@parliament.scot 

douglas.Ross.msp@parliament.scot 
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